CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the glo-ry of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For thy - self, best gift di- vine to the worldso free - ly given;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:
for the mys - tic har-mo - ny  link-ing sense to scund and sight:

for

friends on earth, and friends a - bove,

for all gen-tle thoughts and mild:
that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy

in heaven:
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Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grate-ful praise.
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In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymn of
thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set here to the
tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.

TEXT: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt.

MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr, William Henry Monk, 1867; harm, The English Hymnal, 1906
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 93
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1 Lift up your heads, ye might - y gates;  be-hold the
2 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; make it a
3 Re - deem -er, comel! 1 o - pen  wide my heart to
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King  of glo - ry waits; the King of kings is
tem - ple, set a - part from earth - ly use for
thee; here, Lord, a - bide. Let me thy in - ner
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draw - ing near; the Sav - ior  of the world is  here.
heaven’s em - ploy, a-dorned with prayer and love and joy.
pres - ence feel; thy grace and love in me re - veal
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Beginning as a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7-10, this text then applies the door imagery to the singer’s heart, and
concludes with the individual’s welcome of the approaching Savior. It is set to a very effective anonymous
18th-century English tune that has served many texts.

TEXT: Georg Weissel, 1642; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863
MUSIC: Musica Sacra, c. 1778
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THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

331 God

of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand

. Y I ! J .
21 SEre—rau—c
o (optional) b )
1 God of the a - ges, whose al-might-y
2 Thy love di-vine hath led us in the
3 From war’s a-larms, from dead-ly pes - ti -
4 Re - freshthy peo - ple on their toil-some
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hand leads forth in beau - ty all the star-ry band 3
past. In this free land by thee our lot is cast.
lence, be thy strong arm our ev - er sure de-fense.
way. Lead wus from night to nev-er-end-ing day.
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of shin - ing worlds in splen - dor through the skies, 3
Be thou our rul - er, guard-ian, guide, and stay:
Thy true re - li - gion in our hearts in - crease.
Fill all our lives with love and grace di - vine,
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our grate - ful  songs be - fore thy throne a - rise.
thy word our  law, thy paths our cho-sen  way.
Thy boun-teous good - ness nour -ish us in  peace.
and glo - ry, laud, and praise be ev - er thine.
. b# . ,_A o
o) . I b (6]
Je | [J I . DP [ I (8]
T, o .
! ]

This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of
Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no
specific nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.

TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892
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