JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

Christ Is Alive! 246
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1 Christ is a - livel Let Chris - tians sing.  The cross stands
2 Christ is a - livel No lon - ger bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ery in - sult rift and war where col - or
4 Wom - en and men, in age and vyouth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years  in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing
scorn, or wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - ery age, till earth and  sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch -ing ev - ery place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - wven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and praise.
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In 1968 Easter fell ten days after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., and this text was written to
express an Easter hope while mindful of that terrible event. Buoyed by a triple-arched tune, it affirms the
presence of a wounded, risen Christ with all who suffer.

TEXT: Brian Wren, 1968, rev. 1995 TRURO
MUSIC: Musica Sacra, c. 1778 LM
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company



JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

233  The Day of Resurrection!
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1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,

2 Let hearts be purged of e - vil that we may see a - right
3 Now let the heavens be joy - ful; let earth its song be - gin;

i . e o
SasES === === .
I — — I B —

_9 4 | I ! ! I I . I !
M [ | d | | I | _
R =
the Pass - o - ver of glad - ness, the Pass-o - ver of God.

the Lord in rays e -ter - nal of res- ur-rec-tion light,
the round world keep high tri - umph and all that is there - in.
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From death to life e - ter - nal, from sin’s do-min-ion free,
and  lis-tening to his ac - cents, may hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things seen and un - seen their notes of glad-ness blend,
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our Christ has brought us o - ver with hymns of vic-to - ry.

his  own “All  hail!” and hear - ing, may raise the vic- tor strain.
for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our joy that has no end.
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The roots of this English text come from a mid-8th century Greek hymn that continues to be used in
Orthodox churches at the midnight Eucharist marking the beginning of Easter. The tune is named for the
county in northwestern England where the composer was then an organist.

TEXT: John of Damascus, 8th cent.; trans, John Mason Neale, 1862, alt. LANCASHIRE
MUSIC: Henry Thomas Smart, ¢. 1835 7.6.7.6.D

(this tune in a lower key, 269)



How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, ye saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dis-mayed,
3 “When through the deep wa - ters 1 call thee to go,
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als thy path - way shall lie,
5 “The soul that on Je - sus hathleaned for re - pose,
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is laid for your faith in God’s ex - cel -lent Word!
for | am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
the riv ers of sor - row shall not o - ver - flow;
my grace, all suf - fi - cient, shall be thy sup - ply;
I will not, 1 will not de - sert to its foes;
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What more can be said than to you God hath said,
rn strength - en thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
for | will be near thee, thy trou - bles to bless,
the flame shall not hurt thee; I on - ly de - sign
that soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
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to you who for ref - uge to Je - sus have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
and sanc - t - fy to thee thy deep - est dis - tress.
thy dross  to con-sume, and thy gold to re - fine.
I'1l nev - er, no, nev - er, no, nev - er for - sake.”
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It seems odd now to think of singing this text to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches did so well into
the 20th century because of a cultural bias against shape note music. The vigor of the present tune seems
especially right for the final line’s reference to Hebrews 13:5.

TEXT: “K” in John Rippons’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
MUSIC: American folk melody; Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832, alt.
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